
Mikko Hypponen: Three types of 
online attack - TEDTalk

Cybercrime expert Mikko Hypponen talks us through three 
types of online attack on our privacy and data — and only two 
are considered crimes. "Do we blindly trust any future 
government? Because any right we give away, we give away 
for good.”

I. Before watching the video, fill the gaps with the words given.

In the 1980s in the communist Eastern Germany, if you owned a typewriter, 
you had to ________ it with the government. You had to register a sample 
sheet of text out of the________ . And this was done so the _______ could 
track where text was coming from. If they found a paper which had the 
wrong kind of thought, they could track down who created that thought. And 
we in the West couldn't understand how anybody could do this, how much 
this would restrict freedom of speech. We would never do that in our own 
countries.


But today in 2011, if you go and buy a _______ laser printer from any major 
laser ______ manufacturer and print a page, that page will end up having 
slight yellow dots printed on every ______ page in a pattern which makes the 
page _______ to you and to your printer. This is happening to us today. And 
nobody seems to be making a fuss about it. And this is an example of the 
ways that our own governments are using technology against us, the 
citizens. And this is one of the main three sources of online problems today.
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II. Watch the video here: https://www.ted.com/talks/
mikko_hypponen_three_types_of_online_attack, and answer the questions.

1. What are the three types of online attacks and what are their motives and tools?
2. What is the speaker's attitude towards nation states’ attacks?

    3.     To what extent would you agree with Mr. Hypponen’s standpoint?
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